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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1949. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  rearmament  is  again  in  force.  In- 
evitably this  will  slow  up  social  progress.  You  cannot  have 
rearmament  without  tears  or  have  your  cake  and  eat  it  too. 
Some  things  will  be  displaced  or  discarded.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  there  will  be  no  shutting  down  of  brickyards  or  slowing 
down  in  rehousing  which  is  now  critical.  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  a reduction  in  the  birth-rate  is  not  altogether  undesirable  at 
least  for  a while. 

Goitre  and  Iodised  Salt. 

The  Government  have  agreed  to  make  the  sale  of  iodised 
salt  a compulsory  measure.  In  my  view  there  is  no  goitre  problem 
in  Heanor  or  in  Derbyshire  as  there  was  twenty-five  years  ago, 
and  the  same  applies  for  other  parts  of  the  country — e.g.,  Corn- 
wall. The  causes  of  goitre  are  various  and  lack  of  iodine  scarcely 
operates  in  this  country  where  no  place  is  far  removed  from  the 
sea  and  the  diet  is  varied  and  comes  from  many  parts  of  the  world. 
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There  is  no  evidence  here  of  iodine  starvation  and  the  com- 
pulsory consumption  of  iodised  salt  is  highly  objectionable.  In 
any  case  very  little  work  has  been  done  in  recent  years  to  find 
out  how  much  goitre  exists  or  where.  The  figures  used  in  a 
recent  Memo  were  compiled  in  1929  and  were  abandoned  by  the 
Board  of  Education  as  unreliable.  It  is  still  not  very  certain  that 
other  diatetic  factors  come  into  play  which  affect  the  Thyrotropic 
hormone  of  the  pituitary  gland  especially  in  young  females. 

Iodine  deficiency  will  not  explain  the  acute  colloid  goitre  of 
the  young  male. 

Of  recent  months  we  have  commenced  to  collect  water 
samples  from  various  districts  in  Derbyshire  which  were  examined 
for  their  iodine  content  by  the  Rowett  Research  Institute  at 
Bucksburn,  near  Aberdeen,  but  so  far  an  insufficient  number  of 
samples  have  been  analysed;  all  the  same  the  differences  in  iodine 
content  were  scarcely  significant  in  themselves  to  account  for  the 
past  goitre  history  of  these  places.  A great  deal  more  work  on 
this  subject  will  have  to  be  done  but  at  the  moment  it  is  impossible 
to  have  this  undertaken. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  a very  sensitive  index  of  the 
health  of  the  community;  and  the  fact  that  the  rate  for  this 
district  is  51.91  per  1,000  births,  the  second  highest  in  the  County, 
gives  much  food  for  thought. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Birth  Rate  reached  its  peak  in  1947, 
and  each  ensuing  year  shows  a steady  downward  trend. 

The  Death  Rate  of  10.47  is  the  highest  since  the  year  1946. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  TURTON. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres) ... 
Population  (mid-June) 


4,636 

24,350 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

6,842 

Rateable  Value... 

...  £106,479 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£406 

Live  Births — 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

209 

217 

426 

Illegitimate... 

8 

9 

17 

Totals  ... 

217 

226 

443 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

18.19 

Number  of  Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ... 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 

0 

0 

7 

5 

12 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

26.37 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

10.47 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Puerperal 

Causes:  — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0.00 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0.00 

Totals  ... 

0 

0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:- 

All  infants  (per  1,000  live  births) 

51.91 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1,000  legitimate  live  births) 

46.94 

Illegitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births) 

176.47 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from: — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Deaths  estimated  population 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

47 

1.93 

* 

Measles  (all  ages) 

0 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

2 

0.08 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

3 

0.12 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— The  infantile  mortality 

rate  for 

the  year 

under  review  was  51.91  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  47.52  in  1948, 

29.35  in  1947,  61.36  in  1946,  50.39  in  1945, 

49.1  1 in  1944, 

76.0  in 

1943,  and 

60.1  in  1942. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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VARIOUS  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1949. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

Total 

0 

M. 

0 

F. 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

3 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

0 

0 

0 

Influenza  

3 

3 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer:  Oesophagus  and  Buccal  Cavity 

1 

1 

0 

,,  Uterus  

4 

0 

4 

,,  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

12 

8 

4 

,,  Breast 

6 

0 

6 

,,  All  other  Sites 

24 

13 

II 

Diabetes  

5 

3 

2 

ntracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

31 

18 

13 

Heart  Diseases 

54 

22 

32 

Other  Forms  of  Circulatory  System 

13 

6 

7 

Bronchitis 

18 

14 

4 

Pneumonia 

8 

4 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

4 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

3 

3 

0 

Appendicitis  

0 

0 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

8 

2 

6 

Nephritis  

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  (Registrar-General’s  figures) 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries 
Diseases  

or  Infantile 

9 

4 

5 

Suicide  

4 

3 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

5 

5 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes  

6 

4 

2 

All  other  Causes  

21 

15 

6 

Totals  ... 

255 

137 

118 
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PREVALENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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DISEASE 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (inc.  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  

Erysipelas  

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

TOTAL 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I case  notified  as  suffering  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  later  withdrawn. 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AT  VARYING  AGES. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  909  as  compared  with 
494  in  1948.  Once  again  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  accounted 
for  the  majority  of  the  cases  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA— No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during 
the  year,  and  the  last  confirmed  case  was  notified  in  November, 
1946.  The  last  death  from  this  disease  occurred  on  the  3rd  March, 
1946,  this  being  a child,  age  six  years,  who  had  not  previously 
been  immunised. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — 76  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  19  of  these  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital.  One  case 
admitted  to  Hospital  on  the  20th  December,  1948,  died  on  the 
27th  January,  1949,  from  Purpura  Haemorrhagica. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. — I Female,  age  55  years,  was  notified 
as  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  removed  to  Hospital.  A 
thorough  investigation  was  undertaken  but  it  was  not  possible 
to  trace  the  source  from  which  this  disease  had  originated. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— I case  was  notified  during  the 

year. 


PNEUMONIA.— 53  cases  were  notified,  of  which  8 deaths 
occurred — 4 males  and  4 females.  The  case  rate  for  Pneumonia 
in  this  district  is  high,  being  2.17  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  0.80  for  England  and  Wales. 

MEASLES.— An  extensive  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  some  513  cases  were  notified 
in  the  first  three  months.  In  all,  576  cases  were  reported,  thus 
giving  a case  rate  of  23.65  as  compared  with  8.95  for  the  country 
as  a whole. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 190  cases  were  notified,  and  2 
deaths  occurred — I male  and  I female. 

ERYSIPELAS.— 8 cases  were  notified. 


1 1 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER.— I case  was  notified  and 
removed  to  Hospital. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  — I case  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS.— 3 cases  were  originally 
notified,  but  I was  later  withdrawn,  leaving  2 established  cases, 
one  of  which  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Peri6ds 

New  Cases  Notified 
Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

5— 

15—  j 

25- 

35— 

45— 

55-  , 

65  and  over 

1 1 

2 2 

4 3 

2 1 

3 1 

1 — 

— 1 

— 1 

2 1 

1 — 

1 1 

2 — 

1 1 

— — 

Totals 

14  8 

3 3 4 2 1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  both  in  quantity 
and  quality,  though  owing  to  ground  subsidence  in  this  coal- 
mining area,  a considerable  amount  of  water  is  lost  owing  to 
fractures  of  mains  and  service  pipes. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Ilkeston  and 
Heanor  Water  Board  whose  works  are  at  Whatstandwell  in  the 
Derwent  Valley. 

Frequent  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  made  of 
the  raw  and  treated  water.  Samples  of  the  treated  water  are 
examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Nottingham. 
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Only  on  two  occasions  has  the  water  been  found  to  have 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

A representative  analysis  is  appended: — 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

This  sample  contains  per  million  paits: — 


Total  Solids  dried  at  I80°C. 

200.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

17.80 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

absent 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

0.0020 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0080 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0040 

Temporary  Hardness 

65.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

60.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at 

00 

o 

o 

Tl 

from  N/80  KMn04 

0.080 

pH  value 

8.00 

Appearance 

clear  and  bright 

Odour 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 

1 

2 3 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  21  °C.  in  72  hrs. 

1 1 

0 29 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37 °C.  in  24  hrs. 

2 

1 1 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hrs. 

2 

9 1 

Coli — aerogenes  count  per  100  mis. 

at  37 °C.  in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 1 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis. 

at  44 °C.  in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 

Present  in 

— 

— 100  mils 

Absent  in 

100  mils 

100  mils  50  mils  I0( 

At  the  time  of  sampling  all  four  waters  were  of  satisfactory 
bacterial  and  chemical  quality  for  human  consumption,  domestic 
use  and  dairy  purposes. 

W.  W.  TAYLOR , B.Sc.,  F.R./.C.,  Public  Analyst. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  tables  show  the  work  done  under  the  above 

Act. 

Part  I of  the  Act  : 

I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  a;  t:>  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector): 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

19 

38 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

88 

101 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premises)  

Total  

107 

139 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 

which 

prosecu- 
tions were 

instituted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

9 

9 

Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  tem- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

perature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 



— 

fective  .. 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

3 

3 

. i 

— 

sexes  

— 

— 

— 

| 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

Total 

12 

12 

1 

— 

Part  VIII.  of  the  Act: 
OUTWORK. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel — 

Making  &c 

128 

j , 1 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

5 

_ 

— 

— 

Total 

133 

— 

— 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 


HEANOR  URBAN  DISTRICT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949,  this  being  my  Second  Report  as  your  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  year  under  review  was  characterised  by  steady  and 
determined  efforts  to  obtain  essential  repairs  to  property,  and 
although  nothing  spectacular  was  achieved,  some  progress  was 
made. 

Two  appeals  against  Demolition  Orders  were  duly  heard 
before  his  Honour  Judge  R.  A.  Willis,  at  the  Ilkeston  County 
Court,  and  in  both  cases  decisions  in  favour  of  the  Council  were 
given  with  costs. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  powers 
were  conferred  on  Local  Authorities,  inter  alia,  to  grant  financial 
assistance  towards  the  improvement  of  existing  housing  accom- 
modation. In  this  respect  one  application  was  received  but  was 
not  approved. 

Part  of  the  former  A.R.P.  Decontamination  Depot  at  Fletcher 
Street  was  adapted  at  little  expense,  into  a Disinfection  Station, 
and  the  gas-fired  Thresh  Steam  Disinfector  gave  most  satisfactory 
service. 
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On  the  1st  October,  1949,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and 
Dairies)  Act,  1944,  came  into  operation,  together  with  revised 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  and  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations.  In  so  doing,  the  control  of  milk  production  was 
transferred  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries. 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1949. 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  ...  ...  ...  688 

Premises  Inspected  on  Complaint ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Inhabited  Structures  ...  ...  ...  60 

Cinemas,  Theatres  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Scabies  and  Verminous  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Piggeries  45 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Refuse  Receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  353 

Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1108 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  520 

Re  visits  to  Property  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1191 

Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Houses  inspected  re  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Houses  inspected  re  Housing  Defects: — 

Public  Health  Acts  120:  Housing  Acts  142...  ...  ...  ...  262 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  1191 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspections: — 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  |6 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Wet  Fish  Shops...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Shops  37 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 
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Cowsheds,  Milk  Purveyors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  175 

Ice  Cream  Premises 86 

Complaints: — 

No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

No.  referred  to  other  Departments ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Summary  of  Complaints:— 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Obstructed  Drains  and  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Verminous  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Water  in  Cellars ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


198 


Notices  Issued : — 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  559 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1414 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  150 

No.  of  Notices  to  Sunday  Schools  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  Notices  to  Librarians  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  45 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  ...  ...  ...  91 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  43 

Doors  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  13 
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Baths,  Lavatory  Basins,  etc.: — 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bath  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wash-hand  basin  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply: — 

Internal  supply  of  water  provided  (Taps  fixed  over  sinks)  ...  2 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Eaves  and  Downspouts  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  81 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Drainage: — 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Additional  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  altered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

New  gully  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drains  Tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  fluid  ...  ...  ...  56 

Water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yards  and  Outbuildings: — 

Wash-houses  built,  repaired  or  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  I 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Urinals: — 

New  Urinals  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Urinals  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Unsatisfactory  Urinals  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Privies,  Pail  Closets,  Cesspools  and  W.C.s: — 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  closet  receptacles  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

New  W.C.  Buildings  erected ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  II 
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Defective  water  service  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  26 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  ...  ...  ...  I 

Ashpits  and  Dustbins: — 

Privy  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dustbin  renewals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances: — 

Nuisances  from  keeping  swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Nuisances  from  keeping  other  animals...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Smoke  Abatement: — 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES. 

Slaughter-houses — Licensed  18.  Registered  3. 

(Not  in  use)  ...  21 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 107 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Farms  or  Other  Premises  used  as  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  • 58 

Milk  Purveyors — Retail  25,  Wholesale  21  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Milk  Purveyors  who  reside  outside  but  retail  within  this  area  ...  ...  II 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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HOUSING. 


Once  more  this  particular  and  important  sphere  of  public 
health  work,  with  its  far  reaching  effects  on  family  life,  continued 
to  make  increasing  demands  on  the  Department.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  report  that  “such  and  such  a house  has  now  been  satis- 
factorily repaired,”  but  this  bald  statement  of  fact  gives  not  the 
least  indication  of  how  many  interviews  with  the  owner,  with 
the  builder,  or  how  many  re-inspections  were  necessary  to 
achieve  the  desired  result. 

The  Local  Authority  is  not  legally  bound  to  rehouse  the 
occupants  of  a house  on  which  a demolition  order  is  operative, 
but  I consider  it  has  a moral  obligation  to  do  so.  It  is,  however, 
not  always  an  easy  matter  to  accomplish  this  rehousing,  for  more 
often  than  not,  the  tenant  of  the  condemend  house  has  been 
enjoying  a rent  of  under  ten  shillings  per  week.  Couple  this  with 
the  fact  that  such  a tenant  may  also  have  a very  low  income,  and 
immediately  the  difficulty  of  rehousing  the  tenant  in  a new  Council 
house,  having  a rent  of  almost  £1  per  week,  becomes  apparent. 

The  owner  of  the  property  is  reluctant  to  pour  “more 
money  down  the  drain”  by  maintaining  the  house  in  a “sound  and 
weather-proof”  condition.  The  tenant  finds  it  well  nigh  impossible 
to  obtain  accommodation  of  the  cottage  type,  and  so  must  needs 
await  the  time  when  some  of  the  pre-war  Council  houses  become 
vacant,  or  alternatively  occupy  a new  Council  house  and  appeal  to 
the  National  Assistance  Board  for  financial  help.  To  many,  I venture 
to  say,  the  latter  course  is  repugnant,  and  so  they  stay  in  their 
condemned  house  and  feel  that  at  least  they  are  “paying  their 
own  way”  and  still  have  their  independence. 

In  this  age  of  labour-saving  devices  and  the  designing  of  houses 
to  involve  the  minimum  of  labour  for  the  housewife,  we  cannot 
help  but  think  of  the  good  lady  of  the  house  who  has  still  to  “make 
do”  in  a house  which  has  been  built  for  a considerable  number  of 
years.  The  house  may  be  soundly  built  and  in  good  repair,  but 
lacks  those  amenities  and  conveniences  which  are  to-day  con- 
sidered essential  to  our  modern  way  of  life. 

The  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  therefore,  enables  and 
indeed  encourages,  landlords  to  undertake,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, the  improvement  of  such  houses.  In  this  respect  application 
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can  be  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  an  Improvement  Grant  if 
che  estimated  cost  of  the  work  to  each  dwelling  is  not  less  than 
t£  1 00  nor  more  than  £600. 


The  grant  must  not  exceed  one  half  of  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  improvement  works,  one  quarter  of  which  is  paid  out  of  the 
general  rate  fund,  and  three  quarters  out  of  the  National 
Exchequer. 

The  landlord  for  his  part  can  increase  the  rent  of  the  property 
so  improved,  by  an  amount  of  6%  of  his  proportion  of  the  expenses 
incurred. 

Great  importance  is  attached  to  the  structural  condition  of 
the  house  to  be  improved,  and  it  must  have  at  least  a life  of  thirty 
years  after  the  improvements  have  been  completed. 

An  act  of  this  nature  may  well  involve  a Local  Authority  in 
considerable  expenditure  for  which  they  have  made  no  financial 
provision.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  estimate  what  future  demands 
may  be,  though  if  present  applications  are  any  indication,  few 
owners  seem  inclined  to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act;  whether  or  not  this  is  attributable  to  insufficient  publicity 
regarding  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Act,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 


Two  appeals  against  Demolition  Orders  were  heard  before 
Judge  R.  A.  Willis  at  Ilkeston  County  Court  in  May  and  September, 


1949. 


The  first  was  in  connection  with  demolition  orders  served  in 
respect  of  Nos.  30,  32,  34,  Breach  Road,  Marlpool;  all  these 
dwelling-houses  being  occupied.  Judgment  was  given  for  the 
Council,  with  costs. 

The  second  was  in  respect  of  demolition  orders  on  the  vacant 
property  Nos.  40-42,  Derby  Road,  Heanor.  These  houses  were 
extremely  dilapidated  and  had  been  unoccupied  since  1937.  A 
rather  unusual  feature  of  this  particular  case  was  the  fact  that  the 
owner  commenced  gutting  the  premises  and  carrying  out  structural 
alteration  even  after  the  orders  had  been  served.  Again,  judgment 
was  given  in  favour  of  the  Council,  with  costs. 
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One  hundred  and  fifty-five  Council  houses  were  erected 
during  the  course  of  the  year.  This  figure  represents  an  increase 
of  72.2%  when  compared  with  the  total  of  ninety  houses  erected 
in  1948. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  Section  1 1 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year: — 


HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT. 

Property.  Result  at  end  of  year. 

3,  Mount  Street,  Heanor  ...  Action  Pending. 

Caretaker’s  House,  Miner’s 
Welfare  Club  and  Institute, 

Loscoe  ...  ...  ...  Demolition  Order  Operative. 


18,  Abbott  Street,  Heanor 

20, 

25, 

I I,  East  Nelson  St.,  Heanor 
175,  Breach  Road,  Langley 
1 77, 

179, 

181, 

183, 

185, 

16,  Abbott  Street,  Heanor 

17, 

19, 

21, 

22, 

23, 

24, 

26, 


Undertaking  to  repair,  accepted. 


Demolition  Order  Operative. 


Action  Pend 


ing. 
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DEMOLITION 

Property. 

40,  Derby  Road,  Heanor  f ... 
42,  „ „ 1 ... 

22,  Derby  Road,  Heanor  f ... 
24, 

30,  Breach  Rd.,  Marlpool  ... 

32, 

34,  „ „ L 

Caretaker’s  House,  Miner’s 
Welfare  Club  and  Institute, 
Loscoe. 

II,  East  Nelson  Street,  Heanor. 
175,  Breach  Road,  Langley. 

177, 

179, 

181, 

183,  ,,  ,, 

185, 


ORDERS  SERVED. 

Remarks. 

Appeal  against  Demolition  Orders 
dismissed  (with  costs)  at  Ilkeston 
County  Court  on  20/9/49. 

Appeal  against  Demolition  Orders 
dismissed  (with  costs)  at  Ilkeston 
County  Court  on  17/5/49. 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


46,  Lee  Lane,  Langley 


22,  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
24, 

27,  Upper  Denby  Lane,  Denby 
Village 

28,  Upper  Denby  Lane,  Denby 

Village  


Undertaking  not  to  be  used  for 
human  habitation  accepted,  but 
voluntarily  demolished. 
Demolition  Order  Operative. 


Damaged  by  mining  subsidence. 
Damaged  by  mining  susidence. 


HOUSES  MADE  FIT. 

Property.  Remarks. 

9,  Thorpe’s  Road,  Heanor  ...  Undertaking  to  repair,  accepted. 
14,  Mill  Road,  Marlpool 
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UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED. 


Property. 

36,  Breach  Road,  Marlpool 
13,  Mill  Road,  Marlpool 


14, 

49,  Howitt  Street,  Heanor 

15,  Lacey  Fields  Rd.,  Langley 

18,  Abbott  Street,  Heanor 
20, 

25, 


Remarks. 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

>f  »» 

Undertaking  to  convert  ground 
floor  into  wash-house,  and  first 
floor  into  bedroom,  for  No.  14. 
Undertaking  to  repair. 

99  M 

Undertaking  to  utilise  for  enlarge- 
ment of  No.  13. 

Undertaking  to  repair. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual  Unfit 
Houses  as  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

No.  of  houses  upon  which  Demolition  Orders  are  operative  32 


No.  of  above  houses  still  occupied 


Heanor  Ward  ... 

...  3 

Langley  Mill  Ward 

...  Nil 

Langley  and  Marlpool  Ward  ... 

...  12 

Loscoe  Ward  ... 

...  4 

Codnor  Ward ... 

...  Nil 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1949: — 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  (Permanent  Type)  ...  ...  ...  155 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  (Permanent  Type)  10 

Total  165 


No.  of  Houses  Demolished  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6842 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(I)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  262 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  1191 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(I)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  242 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

3.  Proceedings  under  Sections  I I and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demol- 
ition orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  anticipation  of  formal 

procedure  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  undertakings  were 

accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 
DURING  1949  IN  WARDS. 


Heanor. 

Langley 

Mill. 

Langley  & 
Marlpool. 

Loscoe. 

Codnor 

By  Local  Authority 

— 

6 

85 

64 

— 

By  Private  Enterprise 

2 

5 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

2 

1 1 

85 

64 



By  Local  Authority 155 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  10 

Total  165 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1921  : — 


Year 

Houses  Subsidy  Houses 

Erected  Erected  by 

by  the  Private 

Council.  Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total. 

1921 

22 



25 

47 

1922 

50 

— 

13 

63 

1923 

6 

— 

42 

48 

1924 

— 

8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

aoi 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

1125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

J47 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

J9 

1931 

10 

— 

28 

.38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

390 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

326 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

153 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

342 

248 

1939 

— 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

— 

13 

93 

1946 

50  (Prefabs.) 

— 

30 

80 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

1 12 

1948 

90 

— 

1 

91 

1949 

155 

— 

10 

365 

Totals 

1098 

216 

1267 

2581 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

For  comparative  purposes  the  state  of  the  list  of  Applicants 
for  Council  houses  for  the  years  1948  and  1949  is  set  out  below: — 
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Year  1948. 

Total  No.  of  Council  House  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  1948  2,050 
No.  of  families  re-housed  during  1948  ...  ...  ...  90 

No.  of  applications  from  Tenant  applicants  ...  ...  ...  921 

No.  of  applications  from  Lodger  applicants 1,129 

No.  of  applications  from  Miners  residing  in  the  district  ...  559 

No.  of  applications  from  Miners  residing  outside  the  district  58 

No.  of  applications  from  Persons  residing  outside  the  district  1 99 

No.  of  applications  for  Bungalows  137 

Year  1949. 

No.  of  families  re-housed  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  155 

Applicants  on  List  after  Government  Survey  and  Enquiry 


ending  31st  March,  1949: — 


Tenant 

Lodger 

Total 

Ward. 

Applicants 

Applicants 

Applicants 

Heanor  

151 

261 

412 

Loscoe  

26 

42 

68 

Codnor 

66 

87 

153 

Langley  Mill  

82 

1 12 

194 

Langley  and  Marlpool  ... 

67 

108 

175 

Outside  the  Area 

27 

45 

72 

419 

655 

1,074 

Bungalow  Applicants  (All  Wards) 

Total 

63 

1,137 

Applications  received 

during  the  year  (up  to 

17/12/49):— 

Tenant 

Lodger 

Total 

Ward. 

Applicants 

Applicants 

Applicants 

Heanor  

14 

61 

75 

Loscoe  

8 

13 

21 

Codnor 

6 

15 

21 

Langley  Mill 

16 

40 

56 

Langley  and  Marlpool  ... 

5 

36 

41 

Outside  the  Area 

7 

13 

20 

56 

178 

234 

Bungalow  Applicants  (All  Wards) 

29 

Total  . 

263 
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Total  applicants  on  Housing  Waiting  List  at  17th  December, 


Total 

Ward 

Applicants 

Heanor  

421 

Loscoe 

76 

Codnor 

149 

Langley  Mill 

216 

Langley  and  Marlpool  ... 

190 

Outside  the  Area 

91 

1,143 

Bungalows  (All  Wards)  ... 

87 

Total 

1,230 

Once  again  close  liaison  was  maintained  between  Mr.  C. 
Compton,  Housing  Manager,  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  kindly 
providing  the  above  details. 

As  can  be  seen  from  a study  of  the  above  figures,  the  results 
of  the  sifting  of  all  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses 
carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry,  proved  indeed  startling. 
Startling  in  so  far  that  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  original 
list  was  reduced  by  40  per  cent. 

On  reflecting  as  to  what  factors  brought  about  this  reduction 
one  might  perhaps  cite  the  following: — 

(a)  a complete  and  comprehensive  sifting  of  the  list  of  appli- 
cants was  long  overdue; 

(b)  the  movement  of  applicants  to  other  districts; 

(c)  the  finding  of  alternative  accommodation; 

(d)  the  non-renewal  of  applications  from  tenant-applicants 
who  perhaps  considered  that  their  chance  of  being 
allocated  a Council  house  was  too  remote. 

Schemes  for  the  selection  of  tenants  are  varied  and  many,  due 
no  doubt,  to  the  different  conditions  prevailing  in  each  particular 
district.  No  points  scheme,  at  present,  is  in  operation  in  this  area, 
but  I consider  such  a scheme  to  be  the  essential  basis  on  which  to 
assess  the  need  of  any  applicant. 
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True,  such  a scheme  cannot  by  no  means  solve  all  the  problems 
in  the  manner  of  an  algebraic  equation,  but  surely  it  is  the  “foun- 
dation stone”  on  which  the  need  of  the  applicant  can  be  “built.” 

To  quote  from  the  Third  Report  of  the  Housing  Management 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee: — 
“The  most  successful  points  schemes  appear  to  us  to  be  those 
which  divide  the  factors  for  which  points  are  given  into  two 
groups.  ‘Basic’  points  are  given  for  factors  we  have  described  as 
directly  affecting  housing  need,  this  is,  for  overcrowding,  ill- 
health,  lack  of  a separate  house,  and  the  conditions  of  the  present 
accommodation.  ‘Balancing’  points  are  given  for  such  factors  as 
war  service,  and  length  of  time  on  the  waiting  list,  and  are  only 
awarded  when  it  is  necessary  to  choose  between  applicants  with 
an  equal  number  of  ‘basic’  points.  We  commend  any  method  of 
selection  which  separates  factors  of  housing  need  from  other 
factors,  and  take  the  latter  into  account  only  in  order  to 
distinguish  between  cases  of  equal  housing  need.” 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  AND  SIMILAR 
STRUCTURES. 

Sixty  visits  were  made  to  caravans,  the  majority  of  which 
were  used  in  connection  with  the  various  Fairs  held  in  the  district. 
Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  a licence  was  granted  to  station  and  use  a 
trailer-caravan  on  a portion  of  land  situate  off  Plumptre  Road, 
Aldercar. 

A further  licence,  for  a period  of  three  months,  was  granted 
to  a person  employed  on  the  open  cast  coal  site,  off  Breach  Road, 
Marlpool,  and  the  caravan  was  duly  removed  before  the  expiry  of 
that  period. 

Acutely  aware  as  they  are  of  the  pressing  need  for  the 
amelioration  of  bad  housing  conditions,  the  Local  Authority  is 
confronted  with  a problem  of  no  little  magnitude  when  applications 
for  licences  to  use  caravans  come  before  them  for  consideration. 

These  applications  are  for  the  use  of  caravans  more  or  less 
as  permanent  dwellings,  and  invariably  come  from  people  whose 
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present  living  conditions  are  so  deplorable  that  the  only  speedy 
solution  to  their  problem  appears  to  be  the  purchase  of  a caravan. 

Most  Local  Authorities,  however,  can  recall  the  trouble  and 
expense  entailed  at  some  time  or  other  in  obtaining  the  abolition 
of  the  local  “Shanty-town.”  Rightly  or  wrongly,  such  experiences 
are  not  lightly  forgotten  and  it  would  seem  tend  to  prejudice 
opinion  against  the  granting  of  licences  to  would-be  caravan 
dwellers. 

If  the  Local  Authority  does  consider  that  this  type  of  dwelling 
can  help  in  some  measure  towards  solving  immediate  housing 
needs,  then  suitable  sites  should  be  chosen  and  provided  with 
drainage,  roads  and  water  mains.  At  some  future  date  permanent 
houses  could  then  be  built  on  such  sites. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  factories  during  the  year  totalled 
139. 


No  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
in  pursuance  of  Section  9 of  the  Act,  but  contraventions  noted 
during  the  course  of  inspections  were  referred  to  the  Manage- 
ments concerned,  whose  co-operation  was  readily  forthcoming. 

OUTWORKERS. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  NO,  Factories 
Act,  1937,  51  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  426  out- 
workers were  received  during  the  year.  Particulars  relating  to 
136  outworkers  resident  outside  the  area  were  forwarded  to  the 
Local  Authorities  concerned. 

A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  area  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  August  list,  together  with  the  nature  of  the  out- 
work, is  set  out  hereunder: — 


No.  of  Outworkers. 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Premises. 

Females. 

Hosiery  

85 

85 

Lace  and  Netting 

5 

5 

Clothing  

43 

43 

Total 

133 

133 
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Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  premises  where  out- 
work was  carried  on,  and  the  usual  precautions  were  taken. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected  (Houses  and  Schools)  ...  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

No.  of  Notices  to  Sunday  Schools...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  Notices  to  Librarians  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

No.  of  Library  Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

No.  of  Library  Books  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

No.  of  lots  of  Bedding  destroyed  upon  request ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  (Scabies)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  visited  as  soon  as  notification 
is  received,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  the  patients  removal 
to  Isolation  Hospital  when  necessary. 

Disinfectant  is  issued  free  of  charge,  the  only  stipulation 
being  that  a suitable  poison  bottle  be  provided  by  the  person 
desiring  the  disinfectant. 

Of  latter  years,  Scarlet  Fever  seems  to  have  become  a far 
less  serious  disease  than  formerly.  Indeed,  the  chief  difficulty  now 
appears  to  be  how  to  keep  the  young  patient  occupied  and  out  of 
mischief  whilst  in  bed. 

I wonder  why  it  is  that  should  some  young  member  of  the 
family  contract  Scarlet  Fever  and  his  removal  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  found  to  be  necessary,  almost  invariably  he  is  brought 
out  of  his  warm  bed  to  lie  in  state  on  the  living-room  couch  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  ambulance — and  the  rest  of  the  family 
crowd  into  the  same  room  ! 

Is  this  due  to  the  “herd  instinct”  of  man  or  complete  ignorance 
of  the  germ  theory  of  disease — even  in  these  enlightened  times  ? 

DISINFESTATION. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  undertaken 


during  the  year: — 

Bugs 

Cockroaches 

Fleas 

Totals 

No.  of  houses  disinfested 

II 

8 

1 

20 

No.  of  rooms  treated 

22 

10 

1 
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Remarkable  as  it  may  seem,  no  disinfestation  for  bed  bugs  in 
Council  houses  was  necessary  during  the  year.  I cannot  help  but 
think,  however,  that  there  is  little  need  for  complacency  in  this 
direction  for  some,  no  doubt,  will  be  “ hiding  their  light  under  a 
bushel .” 

The  adaptations  necessary  to  convert  a portion  of  the  Fletcher 
Street  Salvage  Depot  into  a Disinfection  Station  were  duly 
completed,  and  the  gas-fired  Thresh  Steam  Disinfector  installed. 

The  following  scale  of  charges  was  fixed  by  resolution  of  the 
Council  : — 

(1)  Local  residents  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  Free. 

(2)  Local  residents  in  cases  of  verminous  bed- 

ding, clothing,  etc.  5/-  per  Filling 

And  where  the  Sanitary  Inspector  considers 
circumstances  warrant  (such  cases  to  be 
reported  to  Committee)  ...  ...  ...  Free 

(3)  Other  Local  Authorities,  Hospitals,  Institu- 

tions, etc.,  and  non-residents  (extra 
charge  to  be  made  for  transport  provided 
by  the  Council)  ...  ...  ...  14/-  per  Filling 

Full  use  was  made  of  this  apparatus  both  in  the  steam  dis- 
infection of  bedding,  etc.,  used  by  tuberculous  persons,  and  in  the 
disinfestation  of  articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  from  any  bug- 
infested  premises. 

Prior  to  families  commencing  tenancy  of  Council  houses,  a 
thorough  inspection  of  their  present  accommodation  is  made,  and, 
should  bed  bugs  be  found  in  any  degree,  arrangements  are  made 
for  notification  to  be  given  to  this  Department,  of  the  date  fixed 
for  removal  to  the  new  house.  On  that  day  all  bedding,  etc.,  is 
removed  by  the  Council’s  transport,  taken  to  the  Disinfection 
Station  for  treatment,  and  afterwards  delivered  to  the  new  home. 

Meanwhile  all  bedsteads  and  other  articles  of  furniture  are 
sprayed  with  an  insecticide  containing  5%  D.D.T. 

Subsequent  “follow-up”  inspections  are  made,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  in  no  case  has  reinfestation  become  apparent. 
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During  April  many  complaints  were  received  from  residents 
of  the  Milnhay  Road  housing  site,  Langley  Mill,  of  the  “invasion” 
of  their  houses  by  large  numbers  of  “mosquitoes.”  Inspections 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  insects  were  not  mosquitoes  and  were 
subsequently  identified  as  being  a gnat  or  midge  probably  belong- 
ing to  the  window  gnat  family  (Rhyphidae).  It  appeared  that  though 
these  gnats  resembled  mosquitoes  they  were  quite  harmless,  and 
as  it  was  thought  that  their  breeding  ground  was  an  area  of  stag- 
nating water  near  the  houses,  the  spraying  of  such  water  with 
mosquito  oil  was  resorted  to. 

This  method  proved  effective  and  no  further  complaints  were 
received  during  the  subsequent  months. 


SCABIES. 

Six  cases  of  Scabies  were  reported  during  the  year;  2 of 
which  were  treated  at  home,  and  4 cases  were  dealt  with  at  the 
Cleansing  Station,  necessitating  10  treatments  in  all. 

No  case  of  head  lice  was  reported. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  fast 
becoming  less  and  less — only  six  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  which  two  were  treated  at  home  and  the  remaining  four 
at  the  Cleansing  Station. 

In  view  of  this  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
suitable  persons  to  undertake  treatments  of  the  various  patients, 
serious  consideration  should  now  be  given  to  the  closing  down  of 
the  Cleansing  Station. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Periodically,  especially  when  there  was  a still  humid  atmos- 
phere complaints  were  received  regarding  the  emission  of  sulphur 
dioxide  fumes  from  a certain  processing  shed  used  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  local  factories. 
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Discussions  from  time  to  time  took  place  with  the  Manage- 
ment but  little  progress  was  made  towards  a satisfactory  solution 
to  the  problem. 

It  was,  therefore,  decided  that  the  help  of  H.M.  Alkalies 
Inspector  be  sought,  and  eventually  discussion  took  place  between 
Dr.  L.  E.  Hockin,  District  Alkalies  Inspector,  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  together  with  the  General 
Manager  of  the  factory  concerned. 

The  immediate  outcome  of  this  was  an  assurance  by  the  firm 
that  this  particular  type  of  bleaching  process  would  be  used  only 
on  a diminishing  scale,  until  such  time  when  the  necessary  apparatus 
could  be  obtained  to  supersede  the  present  method. 

As  a result  complaints  became  less  frequent  but  little  progress 
had  been  made  towards  the  erection  of  a suitable  building  complete 
with  apparatus  necessary  to  neutralise  the  sulphur  dioxide  fumes, 
before  the  year  ended. 

Accumulations  of  soot  resulting  from  the  emptying  of  a 
mechanical  suction-type  chimney  sweeper  resulted  in  complaints 
being  made  by  nearby  residents,  especially  when  fairly  strong 
winds  were  in  evidence. 

Representations  made  to  the  firm  in  question  produced  the 
desired  result  and  further  tipping  of  soot  in  the  midst  of  a resi- 
dential area  therefore  ceased. 

During  the  year,  20  smoke  observations  were  taken,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Managements 
concerned  to  the  existence  of  a smoke  nuisance  on  5 occasions. 
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REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  IN  1949, 


Summary  of  observations  taken  at  Milnhay  Outfalls,  Langley  Mill, 
by  Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor: — 


Inches 

Days  of  Rain 

January  

1.00 

on 

7 

February 

0.58 

ft 

5 

March  

1.27 

»» 

8 

April  

1.98 

ft 

8 

May 

1.79 

II 

June  

0.87 

»» 

6 

July 

3.85 

ff 

9 

August  

1.39 

ft 

6 

September 

1.70 

H 

6 

October 

3.92 

99 

13 

November 

2.89 

16 

December 

2.40 

ft 

17 

23.64 

on 

1 12 

1948  

27.67 

on 

128 

1947  

21.18 

on 

125 

1946  

27.01 

on 

145 

1945  

25.55 

on 

143 

1944  

34.55 

on 

188 

1943  

22.04 

on 

151 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  approximate  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  us*, 
in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Heanor 

Langley 

Mill 

Langley  & 
Marlpool 

Loscoe, 

Codnor 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

&c.  Wards. 

Totai. 

Water  Closets 

2647 

1484 

1447 

1946 

7524 

Pail  Closets  ... 

2 

1 

5 

39 

47 

Privy  Middens 

0 

0 

2 

31 

33 

Dry  Ashpits  ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Dustbins 

...  2510 

1353 

36 

1408 

1851 

7122 

The  necessary  work  in  connection  with  the  provision  of 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation  to  the  Boat  Inn,  Stoneyford,  as 
well  as  the  conversion  of  privy-middens  to  water  closets  at  Nos. 
3,  4,  5 and  6,  Park  View,  was  undertaken  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  during  the  year.  At  the  same  time  a suitable  disposal  unit 
to  deal  with  all  drainage  from  the  above  premises  was  also  con- 
structed. 

Seventy-five  pounds  was  contributed  by  the  Council  towards 
the  cost  of  the  work,  and  the  National  Coal  Board  agreed  to  make 
the  facilities  afforded  at  the  Boat  Inn,  available  to  persons  other 
than  those  frequenting  the  Inn. 

The  matter  of  providing  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
at  the  Eclipse  Inn,  Loscoe,  was  discussed  with  the  Brewery  Co., 
concerned,  and  as  a result  one  new  water  closet  compartment 
was  provided. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. — For  the  purpose  of  refuse  collection 
the  whole  district  is  divided  into  three  sections,  and  a separate 
gang  of  men  operate  in  each  section. 

The  normal  complement  of  the  Heanor  and  Langley  Mill  gang 
comprises  five  men  in  each  case,  and  the  Codnor  gang  four;  drivers 
of  the  refuse  collection  lorries  help  with  loading  whenever  possible. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  must 
be  maintained  during  the  most  inclement  weather — hence  it  is 
only  reasonable  that  the  employees  of  the  refuse  collection  service 
should  be  suitably  equipped  with  protective  clothing  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  carry  out  their  duties  in  all  the  vagaries  of  our 
British  climate. 

Serious  consideration  was,  therefore,  given  to  this  matter 
and  it  was  ultimately  decided  to  provide  each  man  with  the  follow- 
ing clothing: — 

One  navy  drill  jacket  price  l6/9d. 

One  pair  bib  and  brace  overalls  ...  price  l6/5d. 

One  blue  reefer  coat  ...  ...  ...price  £2/4/4-£d. 
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Overalls  are,  of  course,  subjected  to  the  greatest  wear  and 
tear  and  I would  suggest  that  in  future  two  pairs  be  provided  for 
each  employee  every  year. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  Marlpool  Farm  Housing  Estate 
together  with  that  of  the  Upper  Dunstead  Road,  necessitated 
fairly  extensive  reorganisation  of  the  various  areas  allotted  to  each 
gang,  in  order  to  obtain  a more  equable  distribution  of  work. 

Throughout  the  year  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  was 
reasonably  well  maintained.  During  one  period,  however,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  collect  the  refuse  from  a certain  section  of 
the  Marlpool  Farm  Estate,  due  to  the  fact  that  bad  weather  had 
caused  considerable  delay  in  constructing  the  roads. 

Difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  labour, 
and  this  coupled  with  increased  absences  through  sickness  con- 
tinued to  add  to  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  maintaining  an  efficient 
service.  There  seems  to  be  a complete  lack  of  men  having  the 
necessary  physique  to  undertake  loading  of  lorries;  and  other 
men,  particularly  the  younger  type,  merely  looked  upon  this 
employment  with  the  Cleansing  Service  as  a “stop-gap”  until 
they  found  more  congenial  work. 

Constant  changes  of  personnel  do  not  help  towards  the 
making  of  a good  gang  of  workmen,  for  above  all  it  is  the  team- 
spirit  within  the  Service  which  is  the  basis  of  its  efficiency. 

I make  no  apology  for  again  emphasising  the  need  for  some 
positive  action  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  washing  of  the  three 
refuse  collection  vehicles.  Year  in,  year  out,  these  lorries  present 
the  same  drab,  disreputable,  disowned  appearance.  Indeed,  if 
one  is  permitted  to  stray  into  the  realms  of  phantasy,  one  might 
well  imagine  each  lorry’s  theme  song  to  be  “I  care  for  nobody, 
no  not  I,  and  nobody  cares  for  me.” 

At  the  heart  of  the  whole  matter  lies  the  fact  that  we  have 
no  suitable  lorry  to  take  the  place  of  any  vehicle  temporarily 
removed  from  service.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  an  additional  7 cubic  yard  vehicle  of  the  same  type  we 
have  now  in  use;  this  then  could  replace  FNU  667  used  by  the 
Codnor  gang  and  which  is  now  over  twelve  years  old,  and  the 
latter  could  then  be  used  as  a reserve. 
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By  this  means,  not  only  would  the  use  of  an  open  lorry  for 
the  collection  of  refuse  be  abolished,  but  it  would  also  make 
possible  the  operation  of  a scheme  for  the  regular  and  systematic 
cleansing  and  servicing  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL.  — Refuse  disposal  is  by  means  of 
controlled  tipping — Commonside  tip  serving  the  Heanor  area; 
Cromford  Road  tip  the  Langley  Mill  area;  and  Codnor  Recreation 
Ground  tip  the  Codnor  and  Loscoe  area. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  mechanical  means  were  employed  for 
the  removal  of  soil  from  certain  sections  of  the  Cromford  Road 
and  Codnor  tips,  prior  to  tipping.  For  this  purpose  a tractor  and 
6 cubic  yard  scraper  were  hired  from  Messrs.  The  Butterley  Co., 
and  the  soil  stacked  in  a central  position  in  readiness  for  resoiling 
operations. 

It  is  intended  that  Commonside  tip  shall  ultimately  be  made 
into  a Children’s  recreation  ground,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is 
admirably  situated  between  two  large  Council  house  estates. 
With  this  project  in  mind  it  was  decided  to  culvert  the  brook 
course  (which  runs  through  the  entire  length  of  the  tip)  with 
36  ins.  diameter  concrete  tubes,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £1,500; 
the  work  to  be  carried  out  over  a period  of  three  years. 

By  this  means  not  only  will  additional  space  for  tipping  pur- 
poses be  provided,  but  also  the  finished  contour  as  a whole  will 
afford  greater  facilities  for  recreational  purposes. 
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Refuse  Removed: — 11,897  Tons  Dry  Refuse.  191  Tons  Night  Soil  — 12,088  Tons  (Estimated  Weight)  Total. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


SALVAGE. — The  total  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvage 
during  the  year  1949  amounted  to  £1,1 52/8/7d. ; this  showing  a 
decrease  of  £4 16/1 6/8d.  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

If  the  year  1948  could  have  been  taken  as  a presage  for  salvage 
activities  during  the  year  1949,  then  without  doubt  it  was  reason- 
able to  expect  yet  another  year  of  continuous  progress  in  this 
sphere. 

This  however,  was  not  the  case,  for  it  soon  became  increasingly 
obvious  that  only  those  Local  Authorities  who  dealt  direct  with 
the  Mills  could  find  a ready  market  for  their  waste  paper  salvage. 

This  Council  having  sold  its  entire  output  of  waste  paper  to 
a local  merchant  since  the  inception  of  salvage  activities,  soon 
found  an  impossible  situation  arising — the  Depot  filled  to  capacity 
with  paper,  collections  still  continuing  and  no  market  to  be  found. 
Naturally  drastic  steps  had  to  be  taken,  and  so  waste  paper  col- 
lections ceased.  But  the  tragedy  of  the  thing  was  not  so  much 
that  waste  paper  was  now  no  longer  a source  of  income,  but  that 
the  “salvage  mindedness’’  of  the  populace,  so  carefully  nurtured 
through  the  war  years  and  after,  had  virtually  been  destroyed  at 
one  fell  swoop. 

To  say  that  “waste  paper  collection  ceased’’  is  factually 
wrong — it  was  still  collected  via  the  dustbin  and  caused  much 
extra  work  at  all  the  controlled  tips. 

Regarding  the  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme,  the  total  amount  paid 
to  employees  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  was  £1  19/15/6; 
the  reason  for  the  cessation  of  any  further  payments  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  is,  I think,  obvious. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  income  derived  from  salvage  includes  the  Board  of  Trade  bonus.  During  the  year  1949,  the  bonus 
in  respect  of  Waste  Paper  amounted  to  £23/5/0d.  and  Kitchen  Waste  amounted  to  £47/7/8d. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  COLLECTED. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


Set  out  hereunder  are  the  incomes  derived  from  Public 
Conveniences  at  the  Market  Place  and  Mayfield  Avenue,  Heanor, 
and  at  the  Market  Place,  Codnor. 


HEANOR — Market  Place  Conveniences 

Mayfield  Avenue  Conveniences 
CODNOR — Market  Place  Conveniences 


£ s.  d. 
83  14  9 
4 119 
II  9 7 


Total  Income  ...  £99  16  I 


It  is  to  be  deplored  that  little,  if  any,  progress  was  made  in 
the  provision  of  suitable  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Heanor, 
Langley  and  Marlpool,  Langley  Mill  and  Loscoe  Wards. 

Indeed,  apart  from  choosing  the  respective  sites,  nothing 
further  was  accomplished. 

I was  going  to  use  the  word  “Vandalism”  in  connection  with 
the  continued  and  considerable  damage  done  during  the  year  to 
the  Public  Conveniences;  but  according  to  the  Oxford  Dictionary 
this  word  is  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  act  of  damaging 
or  destroying  works  of  art! 

The  conveniences  at  Heanor  and  Langley  Mill  cannot  by  any 
flight  of  fancy  be  so  classified;  yet  it  is,  however,  a “work  of  art” 
to  keep  such  unsuitable  premises  in  a cleanly  and  hygienic  con- 
dition. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  MUSIC  HALLS, 
THEATRES,  ETC. 

All  premises  were  visited  periodically  and  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

Set  out  below  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  sewer  treat- 
ment undertaken  over  the  period  28th  February  to  30th  March. 
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Section 

No.  of 

Man- 

holes 

Baited 

Poison  Takes 

No.  of 
Dead 

Rats 

Found 

Calcu- 
lated 
Kill  of 
Rats 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

No 

Takes 

1 — Heanor  

47 

2 

6 

40 

3 

80 

2 — Heanor  

50 

— 

4 

46 

1 

27 

3 — Langley  and  Marlpool 

58 

— 

2 

56 

1 

13 

A — Langley  Mill 

64 

2 

4 

58 

— 

67 

5 — Loscoe  and  Codnor... 

26 

1 

1 

24 

— 

27 

6 — Codnor  

33 

— 

2 

31 

2 

13 

7 — Woodlinkin 

43 

— 

3 

40 

— 

20 

TOTALS  ... 

321 

5 

22 

295 

7 

247 

The  second  treatment  of  the  year  was  undertaken  during 
the  period  12th  to  23rd. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  obtained: — 


Section 

No.  of 
Man- 
holes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

l 

No.  of 
Dead 

Rats 

Found 

Calcu- 
lated 
Kill  of 

Rats 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

No 

Takes 

1 — Heanor  

16 

1 

3 

12 

3 

45 

2 — Heanor  

9 

— 

1 

8 

— 

7 

3 — Langley  and  Marlpool 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

4 — Langley  Mill 

1 '5 

— 

3 

12 

1 

22 

5 — Loscoe  and  Codnor... 

4 

! i 

— 

3 

— 

22 

6 — Codnor  

! 5 

— 

2 

3 

— 

15 

7 — Woodlinkin 

5 

— 

1 

4 

— 

7 

TOTALS  ... 

59 

2 

1 

10 

47 

1 4 

1 

118 

For  obvious  reasons  few  dead  rats  are  found  in  manholes  after 
poisoning  has  taken  place.  Ample  evidence,  however,  that  sewer 
treatments  prove  effective  and  well  worth  while  is  shown  by  the 
number  of  “bodies”  later  appearing  at  the  sewage  works. 


It  is  only  by  continued  and  sustained  efforts  of  Rodent  Control 
that  the  rat  and  mouse  population  can  be  kept  at  a minimum. 
Gone  are  the  days  when  sporadic  “Rat  Weeks”  were  relied  upon 
to  take  their  toll  of  rodents,  for  now  the  fight  goes  on  unceasingly 
according  to  well-tried  scientific  principles. 

It  is  fully  realised  that  Rodent  Control  is  a most  important 
branch  of  environmental  hygiene;  and  in  order,  therefore,  to 
stimulate  public  interest  in  this  matter,  an  exhibition  including  a 
film  display,  was  held  from  the  22nd  to  25th  August,  1949,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Attendances  numbered  1,080  during 
the  four  days,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  how  interested  people 
were  in  this  subject. 

I would  here  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co- 
operation given  by  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  and  his  staff 
during  the  year. 

As  in  previous  years  your  Rodent  Operative  has  done  excellent 
work  throughout  the  year. 

RATS  DESTROYED  AT  COUNCIL  DEPOTS,  WORKS,  SEWERS, 
TIPS,  HOUSING  ESTATES  AND  LAND. 


Rats  Mice 

Destroyed  Destroyed 


Allotments 


88 

21 


Brook  Courses 
Cemeteries  ... 


Council  Housing  Estates  and  Other  Buildings  and  Land 


123 


24 

10 


Depots  (Salvage) 
Depots  (Works) 
Refuse  Tips  ... 
Sewage  Outfalls 


13 

28 

125 

365 


Sewers  (Estimated  Kill) 


Total 


764 


34 
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RATS  DESTROYED  AT  BUSINESS  PREMISES  AND 
PRIVATE  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


Rats 

Mice 

Business  Premises  

Destroyed 

23 

Destroyed 

124 

Dwelling-houses 

23 

27 

Total  46 

151 

SUMMARY. 

Rats 

Mice 

Council  Sewers 

Destroyed 

365 

Destroyed 

Council  Properties  and  Land 

399 

34 

Business  and  other  Private  Property 

46 

151 

Total  810 

185 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


253  Tins  Milk. 

106 

, Fish  and  Fish  Paste. 

113 

, Luncheon  Meat. 

1 

, Potted  Meat. 

1 

, Stewed  Steak. 

2 

, Sausage  Meat. 

38 

, Meat  and  Vegetables. 

22 

, Soup. 

412 

f Tomatoes  and  Tomato  Juice. 

40 

, Beans. 

122 

, Peas. 

II 

, Potatoes. 

19 

, Other  Vegetables. 

15 

, Jam. 

4 

, Marmalade. 

85 

, Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices. 

10 

, Pudding. 

Pickles  359  Jars. 

Egg  Powder  ...  5 Packets. 
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Coffee 

Salad  Cream 
Vinegar 


106  Jars. 
65  pints 
228i  lbs. 


18  Bottles. 


Fish  ... 

Bacon 

Cheese 


Dried  Fruit 


Potatoes  1 ,004 

Cooked  Pressed  Meat  17 


1,004 


Dried  Beans 
Frozen  Eggs 


8 

56 

221 


Pork 


During  the  year  360  self-suppliers  pigs  were  slaughtered,  and 
every  endeavour  was  made  to  inspect  as  many  carcases  as  possible. 

One  whole  carcase  of  pork  was  found  to  be  infected  with 
generalised  tuberculosis  and  the  owner  readily  agreed  to  its 
condemnation. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the 
year. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  of  late  concerning  food 
poisoning.  The  Public,  quite  rightly  so,  are  now  weaning  them- 
selves from  the  war-time  habit  of  the  necessitive  acceptance  of 
undesirable  standards  and  hence  there  is  a growing  demand  for 
the  greater  use  of  the  fundamental  precepts  of  hygiene  in  the 
preparation  and  handling  of  foodstuffs;  there  is  too  a demand  for 
the  better  wrapping  of  foods. 

There  is  I feel  sure,  an  earnest  desire  among  the  trades  con- 
cerned to  co-operate  with  the  Health  Department  in  the  matter 
of  clean  food.  It  has  been  said  that  good  hygiene  is  good  business 
and  as  the  Public  become  more  and  more  discriminating  this  will 
become  obviously  so — a fact  to  which  the  Traders  are  fully 
aware. 

I cannot  help,  feeling,  however,  that  some  proprietors  of 
food  establishments  suffer  from  a sense  of  frustration  when  trying 
to  impress  upon  their  employees  the  ever  present  need  for  cleanli- 
ness in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  foodstuffs.  Frustration 
arising  from  the  fact  that  constant  personal  supervision  of  employees 
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seems  necessary  and  yet  cannot  always  be  given;  frustration, 
because  if  too  much  importance  is  placed  on  a definite  hygienic 
practice  then  the  employer  is  looked  upon  as  “having  a bee  in  his 
bonnet,”  with  the  result  that  employment  is  sought  elsewhere. 

It  would  seem  therefore  that  education  of  the  food  handlers 
in  the  elementary  principles  of  hygiene  is  a necessity. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act,  1944,  together  with 
the  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  October,  1949. 

Hence,  with  the  passing  of  this  new  legislation  passed  also  the 
responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  milk  production  from  the 
Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  regulations  make  a distinction  between  dairy  farmers 
(milk  producers)  as  distinct  from  milk  distributors  who  merely 
trade  from  premises  other  than  dairy  farms.  Responsibility  for 
the  registration  of  dairy  farms  and  farmers  now  passes  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  the  registration  of 
distributors  and  other  premises  become  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  Authority. 

It  should  be  noted  that  at  no  time  did  Local  Authorities  have 
the  power  to  refuse  registration  of  a milk  producer,  regardless  of 
the  conditions  obtaining  at  the  farm.  This  has  always  proved  a 
serious  handicap  and  the  Minister  no  doubt  realising  this,  has  now 
made  sure  that  his  Ministry  labour  under  no  such  difficulty — in 
short  registrations  of  milk  producers  may  now  be  refused  under 
the  new  regulations. 

Formerly,  when  a sample  of  milk  had  failed  to  satisfy  one  or 
more  of  the  requisite  tests,  there  was  always  a great  deal  of  satis- 
faction to  be  gained  by  going  to  the  root  of  the  matter  by  visiting 
the  farm,  noting  production  methods,  cleanliness  of  utensils,  etc., 
and  discussing  the  problem  with  the  farmer.  Now,  one  merely 
drops  a letter  in  the  post  giving  details  of  adverse  reports  to  the 
County  Milk  Regulations  Officer  and  there  the  matter  ends  as  far 
as  the  Local  Authority  is  concerned. 
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MILK  SAMPLES. — During  the  year  60  samples  of  milk  were 
obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby  for  exami- 
nation. 

Summaries  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  Reports  are  set  out  here- 
under:— 


MILK  PRODUCED  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

17 

II 

28 

39.28 

Coliform  Test 

1 1 

7 

18 

38.88 

Tubercule  Bacilli  ... 

1 

— - 

1 

Nil. 

Total  ... 

29 

18 

47 

38.29 

MILK  PRODUCED  OUTSIDE  THE 

DISTRICT. 

No.  of 

Percentage 

Test 

No.  of 

Samples 

of  Samples 

Samples 

Un- 

Total 

Un- 

Satisfactory 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

18 

13 

31 

41.93 

Coliform  Test 

7 

6 

13 

46.15 

Phosphatase  Test  ... 

8 

1 

9 

II. II 

Tubercule  Bacilli  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Nil. 

Total  ... 

34 

20 

54 

37.03 

A great  deal  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  sampling  of  Milk 
throughout  the  year. 

Regarding  milk  produced  within  the  district,  unsatisfactory 
Methylene  Blue  samples  have  shown  a reduction  of  15.26%,  whilst 
unsatisfactory  Coliform  samples  have  slightly  increased  by  5.55% 
when  compared  with  results  obtained  for  the  year  1948. 

Referring  to  milk  produced  outside  the  district,  the  percentage 
of  samples  failing  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  test  has  increased 
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by  35.68%.  As  only  one  sample  was  taken  for  the  Coliform  test 
during  1948,  this  does  not  form  a satisfactory  basis  on  which  to 
make  comparison  with  the  results  obtained  during  1949. 

The  register  on  the  31st  September,  1949,  was  as  follows: — 


No.  of  farms 36 

No.  of  Farms  used  for  milk  production 32 

No.  of  Wholesale  Producers  15 

No.  of  Producer-Retailers 7 

No.  of  Wholesale  Producers  and  Producer-Retailers  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  Farms  where  milk  was  produced  for  own  use  only  ...  4 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  in  the  area  (other  than  Producer- 

Retailers)  12 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  from  outside  the  area ...  ...  ...  II 

The  new  register  is  as  follows: — 

Distributors  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I I 

Distributors  from  outside  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


LICENCES  GRANTED. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the  use  of  special 
designations  to  retail  purveyors,  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Dealers: 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

( b ) Supplementary: 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licences  granted  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 
authorising  the  production  of  Graded  Milk  to  producers  within 
the  district,  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  2 

( b ) Accredited  8 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

A complete  survey  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district 
was  undertaken  during  the  year,  and  the  registers  accordingly 
brought  up-to-date. 
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Complete  reconstruction  of  the  drainage  systems  serving 
Codnor  Castle  Farm,  and  Stoneyford  Farm  were  completed  and 
suitable  sewage  disposal  units  constructed  in  each  case. 

One  cowshed  was  satisfactorily  reconditioned  and  a new 
dairy  and  sterilising  room  was  erected  at  Brook  Farm,  Loscoe. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Mr.  R.  S.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  the  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

“105  samples  (including  45  samples  of  Milk)  were  taken  in 
the  area  of  the  Heanor  U.D.C.  during  the  year  1949. 

3 samples  of  Milk  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water 
and  one  was  deficient  in  fat.  The  vendors  of  these  samples  were 
cautioned. 

2 samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  classed  as  deficient  in  fat,  but 
in  the  absence  of  a standard  no  action  was  taken. 

The  remaining  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory.” 


ICE  CREAM. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. — During  the  year  thirty  samples  of 
Ice  Cream  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at 
Derby  for  examination. 

A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  Reports  is  set  out  here- 
under:— 


Where  Manufactured. 


Classification: 

Provisional  Grade  Total 


2 3 4 


Within  the  district 
Outside  the  district 


3 6 2 5 16 

3 2 4 5 14 


Totals 


6 8 6 10  30 
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The  following  particulars  were  supplied  by  the  County 
Analyst  in  regard  to  the  analysis  of  ice-cream  samples  obtained  in 
this  District  during  the  months  of  May  - August: — 


Code  Number 

Percentage  of  Fat 

MAY 

AUGUST 

X75I 

4.3 

5.9 

X752 

2.3 

5.1 

X753 

10.0 

7.6 

X754 

2.2 

5.9 

X755 

8.5 

7.8 

X756 

2.5 

3.4 

Y98 

— 

3.3 

These  results  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  as 
requested  in  Circular  MF3/49. 


Our  habits  in  respect  of  the  consumption  of  ice-cream  seem 
to  have  undergone  a considerable  change  during  recent  years. 
Formerly  we  looked  upon  the  appearance  of  this  commodity  as 
some  indication  that  summer  was  here.  Now,  ice  cream  is  eaten 
during  summer  and  winter  alike — and  why  not,  for  it’s  a good  food 
when  rightly  prepared. 


This  increased  consumption  of  ice  cream  makes  it  all  the  more 
important  that  no  effort  is  spared  to  ensure  that  its  hygienic 
quality  is  of  the  highest  standard.  In  this  respect  all  manufacturers 
in  the  district  showed  a genuine  desire  to  co-operate  with  this 
Department. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  three  Offensive  Trade  establisments  were  reasonably 
maintained  during  the  year. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Suitable  posters  were  obtained  from  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  and  displayed  on  the  Empire  Marketing 
Boards. 


52 


SHOP  ACTS. 


These  duties  are  performed  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Bassford. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  and 
businesses  which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Acts 
and  the  Young  Persons  Employment  Act: — 

Retail  Shops  

Street  Traders 
Wholesale  and  Warehouses 
Canteens  ... 

Premises  and  Businesses  where  Young  Persons  are  employed 
(not  under  the  Factory  Act  or  the  Shops  Acts) 


Total 

Of  the  356  Retail  Shops,  156  employ  assistants. 

121  Evenings,  and  20  Sundays  during  the  year,  were  devoted 
by  your  Shops  Inspector  to  carrying  out  his  duties. 

402  Visits  were  made  during  the  year;  one  official  warning 
was  given  for  offences  relating  to  the  hours  of  closing;  32  notices 
were  served  and  56  notices  were  abated,  chiefly  for  omitting  to 
display  the  necessary  forms  required  by  the  various  Acts. 

In  one  instance,  improvements  were  made  in  the  facilities  for 
the  taking  of  meals. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council, 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  and  interest  during  the  year;  also  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk,  and  my  colleagues  in  other  depart- 
ments for  their  valuable  co-operation;  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department  and  all  employees  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


356 

28 

5 

10 

5 


404 
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